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April 5th at Galiipoh, where a French force had arrived a few days
earlier.    The British Army, consisting of four divisions of infantry
and one of cavalry, some 28,000 men in all, was commanded by Lord
Raglan.    The E#rl of Luean commanded the cavalry division, and
one of the infantry divisions was given to the Duke of Cambridge.
For the commander-m-chief no better choice could have been made
Lord Rag-than that of Lord Raglan.    As Lord Fitzroy Somerset he had served
lan          with distinction under the Duke of Wellington both in the field and
as his military secretary at the Horse Guards.    lie was a brave man,
a perfect gentleman, and but for the hampering effect of the French
alliance would probably have won a reputation as a great strategist.
In a situation of qreat delicacy he displayed unfailing tact, and amid
circumstances profoundly depressing his courage remained unbroken.
The choice of Lord Luean was less happy in itself, and that the
command of the light cavalry brigade should have been given to his
brother-in-law Lord Cardigan, v*ith whom he was not on speaking
terms, is only one instance of the official ineptitude which \^as so
disastrously demonstrated dunna the early stages of thev/ir. The com-
mand of the French Army, ^hich was slightly bigge- than our own,
was entrusted to Marshal Sa:al Arrwud, a brave sole.' r, out deeply
implicated in the fusillades of the coup d'&at, untried m the conduct
of an elaborate campaign, and above all conspicuously lacking in the
qualities required in the joint commander of a combined expedition.
While a British army was sent to the Mediterranean a splendid
fleet was collected and despatched, under the command of Sir Charles
Napier, to the Baltic.    The naval expedition failed to realize expecta-
tions, and contributed curiously little to the ultimate issue of the war.
Meanwhile, in the campaign between Russia and Turkey there
had been a considerable amount of fighting on the Danube.    There,
for six months, the Turks had been giving fresh proof of their fighting
qualities.    In vain had the Russians flung themselves against Sihstra.
The prolonged defence of this weakly fortified town was due largely
to two English volunteers, Captain Butler and Lieutenant Nasmyth,
and in order to support it the allied army moved up from Gallipob
to Varna.   On May  19th a conference was held there  between
Raglan, St. Arnaud, and Omar Pasha.    On June 23rd, however, the
Russians raised the siege of Silistra, and m July they commenced
the evacuation of the Principalities.    Before the end of the first week
in August there was not a Russian soldier to the west of the Pruth.
Already, however, a momentous decision had been arrived at by
Mima-      the English Government.   Things had not been going smoothly m
terialdis- the Coalition Cabinet,   Aberdeen's principal  lieutenant was  pre-
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and         occupied during the critical months at the beginning of 1854 with
changes   two questions rarely absent from his mind, that of Parliamentary
Reform and his own position in the Ministry.   As to the latter it is
hardly too much to say that he was perpetually pestering his unhappy